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Germany, 1815-1890. By Sir Adolphus William Ward. Vol- 
ume III., 1871-1890. (Cambridge: University Press. 1918. 
Pp. xvi, 437. $3.75.) 

This volume concludes Sir Adolphus Ward's three-volume survey of 
German history since 1815. The title is misleading in its modest limits, 
for of two so-called supplementary chapters occupying half the volume, 
the first covers the social and intellectual life from 1850 to 1900 and the 
second (of over ninety pages) deals with the reign of William II. to 
1908. The volume then really concludes with the Second Hague Con- 
ference. Sir Adolphus holds that at about this point the forces in Ger- 
many making for international peace and good relations definitely lost 
the battle to the party of militarism and aggression. The judgment could 
have been fortified by carrying the account to 1911, but there is no stop- 
ping point between 191 1 and 1914 and I hold with the author that the 
years 1907-1908 are the real turning-point from the standpoint of present 
values and interest. 

The author's treatment has grown better and somewhat clearer in the 
successive volumes. This is due, not so much to his method, as to the 
simplification of the subject-matter by the overwhelming dominance of 
Prussia and Bismarck since 1871. The score of German states, prince- 
lets, and innumerable petty provincial statesmen who mobbed the unre- 
sisting pages of the first volume are now kept in reasonable subordination 
in the political history of unified Germany. 

It is a colorless political survey of the Bismarck period that is here 
presented. Its strength lies in its dispassionate treatment of these twenty 
years. The encyclopedic method of the early volumes yields an advan- 
tage here when men like Bennigsen, Miquel, Delbriick, and Lasker are 
at least located in the political and party history of the two decades. 
None of them, not even the founder of modern Germany, really marches 
across a single page. If one of them even starts he turns back dismayed 
at all the parentheses and dashes he will have to hurdle. Particularly 
good are the accounts of the beginnings of German rule in Alsace and 
of the Kultnrkampf. The accounts of the war-scare of 1875 and Bis- 
marck's quarrel with Harry von Arnim are interesting even if confused, 
but are given space out of proportion to their importance in such a com- 
pressed narrative. 

The whole work should be treated as a reference-work- to be used 
with the index. This is especially true of the 125 pages on social and 
intellectual life, packed full with names, important and unimportant. 
The last chapter, on William II. to 1908, is a good survey from which 
the discriminating reader can select the points of future friction and in- 
ternational misunderstanding, particularly if he knows something of the 
industrial and commercial development of Germany, here wholly neg- 
lected. 

Minor errors seem mostly the result of hasty editing; e.g., Italian not 
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French troops entered Rome, September 20, 1870 (p. 44). Von Miihler 
was an unpopular not a popular minister (p. 47). Fueter's excellent work 
on historiography and the two volumes of Vogt and Koch on German 
literary history were evidently not used in connection with chapter VI., 
and are missing from the bibliography, which is only a supplement to 
those in the preceding volumes. 

English historical writing on this period done even in the midst of 
war may point with pride to the excellent tone of this work, but among 
recent works the equally dispassionate life of Bismarck by Robertson 
and the two volumes on German history since 1867 by Dawson are much 
more satisfying than the volume under review. 

Guy Stanton Ford. 

Modem Germany, its Rise, Growth, Downfall, and Future. By J. 
Ellis Barker. Sixth edition. (New York: E. P. Dutton and 
Company. 1919. Pp. ix, 496. $6.00.) 

It is difficult to recall an English author who devoted himself more 
assiduously to anti-German propaganda before the war than Mr. J. Ellis 
Barker ; there are few whose work was more useful in rousing the intel- 
lectuals in England to a sense of real danger. The importance of Mr. 
Barker's contributions was somewhat overshadowed by his Conservative 
affiliations during a Liberal regime but they are not likely to be denied by 
students of opinion during the war. As one of those friendly to Mr. 
Barker's general thesis and to many of his convictions, I should find 
myself in a quandary were it not for the fact that the question upon 
which I am to pass is the immediate value to the professional historian 
of the sixth edition, rewritten and enlarged, of Mr. Barker's best-known 
book. It may not also be beyond the point to touch upon the probability 
that the book may possess the elements of as valuable a judgment on the 
present situation in Germany as a contemporary author, as avowedly 
hostile to Germany, is able to attain. 

The groundwork of the book was a number of articles contributed 
originally by Mr. Barker to the Nineteenth Century and After, and the 
additions to the book are certain of the articles written by Mr. Barker 
since its original publication, including some three or four written during 
the war. Without having made any elaborate examination, it does not 
seem to me that the material content of the book is as substantially 
changed as the publisher's announcement declares. Mr. Barker's own 
foreword is much more modest. The last two chapters on the future 
of Germany and Austria are the only portions which are really fresh and 
which contain Mr. Barker's latest convictions. They suffer inevitably 
from the fact that they were written immediately after the armistice. 
Mr. Barker feels that Germany is thoroughly exhausted by the war and 
that an immediate renewal of the issue is out of the question. He even, 
thinks it probable that " by her attack in 1914, Germany has destroyed 



